
Catholic Social Teaching Series for Lent 2019 
For Week 2, the Catholic Social Teaching principle is: 

Call to Family, Community and Participation 

From our US Conference of Catholic Bishops website: “The person is not only sacred but also 
social. How we organize our society -- in economics and politics, in law and policy -- 
directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in 
community. Marriage and the family are the central social institutions that must be 
supported and strengthened, not undermined. We believe people have a right and a 
duty to participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all.” 

More about Joe and Kayla:   

 Joe’s life as a teenager included lots of family and community 
interactions.  Joe’s parents were involved with Joe’s school and with 
their church as well as a local civic organization.  And Joe’s mom 
came from a large local family that was supportive. Joe himself had 
healthy relationships with some people in his neighborhood and with 
some peers and teachers in his school. Joe envisions participating 
in community life wherever he decides to live. 

Kayla’s life as a teenager was more fragile 
than Joe’s. Kayla and her mom did not have many family members in town 
or much support from the neighborhood or school.  They did not belong to a 
church or local civic organization. Family meals together were rare.  
Fortunately, Kayla had two close peer friends and a mentor from her school 
who was a few years older.  And her mom was resilient and present for 
Kayla as much as she could be as was an aunt who lived a few blocks 
away. 

Reflection about Joe and Kayla: How was Joe’s and Kayla’s family situations the same?  How were 
they different?  What factors could have made it harder for Kayla than for Joe through no fault of hers 
or her mother?   

Scripture passages:  

“Only…if each of you deals justly with your neighbor; if you no longer oppress the alien,* the orphan, 
and the widow; if you no longer shed innocent blood in this place or follow after other gods to your 
own harm, only then will I let you continue to dwell in this place…” (Jeremiah Chapter 7, Verses 5-7)  

“All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their property and 
possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s need. Every day they devoted 
themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread in their homes. They ate 
their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/jeremiah/7:5#30007006-1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/jeremiah/7:5


And every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.”  (Acts of the Apostles 
Chapter 2, Verses 44-47). 

Reflection about Scripture passages: What common and healthy thread do you see throughout 
these scripture passages? 

Social Reflection: How engaged are we with our own family members? Our neighbors? Our 
community? As members of families and communities, how can we participate together more fully in 
God’s mission of love? Is the concept called, “common good” important to our society? 

Church Tradition: “While building up the Church in love, the Christian family places itself at the 
service of the human person and the world, really bringing about the ‘human advancement’…‘Another 
task for the family is to form persons in love and also to practice love in all its relationships, so that it 
does not live closed in on itself, but remains open to the community, moved by a sense of justice and 
concern for others, as well as by a consciousness of its responsibility towards the whole of society’.”    

—St. John Paul II, The Family in the Modern World (Familiaris Consortio), no. 64 

“Local individuals and groups can make a real difference. They are able to instill a greater sense of 
responsibility, a strong sense of community, a readiness to protect others, a spirit of creativity and a 
deep love for the land. . . Social problems must be addressed by community networks and not simply 
by the sum of individual good deeds.”  

—Pope Francis, On Care for Our Common Home (Laudato Si'), nos. 179, 219 

Prayer: Creator God, help us to connect with our own families more closely and help us also to join 
with others outside our own families as disciples who seek to live the Gospel. Amen! 

NEXT WEEK: The Catholic Social Teaching Principle we will discuss is the Option for the Poor and 
Vulnerable. We will also continue to relate to the lives of Joe and Kayla. 

Each week this Lent, we are discussing here one of the core principles of Catholic Social Teaching.   
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ website (usccb.org) says that Catholic Social 
Teaching is a “central and essential element of our faith. Its roots are in the Hebrew prophets (like 
Isaiah and Jeremiah). Catholic Social Teaching is founded on the life and words of Jesus Christ. 

If you have any questions or comments about any part of this series or if you wish to discuss any of 
these principles, please feel free to contact Debbie Krisher at the Parish Office or Dave Babcock 
(dave.babcock21@gmail.com). Scripture citations are from the New American translation of the bible.

mailto:dave.babcock21@gmail.com

