
Catholic Social Teaching Series Wrap Up 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ website (usccb.org) says that Catholic 
Social Teaching is a “central and essential element of our faith. Its roots are in the Hebrew 
prophets (like Isaiah and Jeremiah). Catholic Social Teaching is founded on the life and words 
of Jesus Christ. 

This Catholic Social Teaching that we have shared during the past few weeks has been a part 
of our faith tradition for over 120 years, and yet, despite its value to our culture and to living 
out our faith, many call this teaching one of our faith’s best kept secrets.  Our hope is that this 
teaching is no longer as much of a secret to you. 

The seven elements of Catholic Social Teaching that have been presented in this series with 
references to scripture and to our faith tradition applied as examples to the lives of Joe and 
Kayla are: 

• Life and dignity of the human person; 

• Call to family, community and participation; 

• Option for the poor and vulnerable; 

• Rights and responsibilities; 

• Solidarity; 

• Care for God’s creation; and 

• The dignity of work and the rights of workers. 

Our goal with this series was to increase awareness and to encourage reflection and 
discussion about applying our faith to important elements of each of our lives. Our parish 
seeks to implement these principles more fully as our journey continues.  We are all 
connected as the Body of Christ, and God wants very much for each of us to experience 
justice and peace for ourselves and for all of God’s creation.   We know we have a long way 
to go and much work to do, but at the same time and in the same breath we also know that 
God is so patient and loves us so much as we continue. 

We encourage you to engage with others about the elements of this important teaching and 
how it affects our parish, our Baldwinsville community, Central New York and beyond. You 
may have or you may develop in the future some ideas for how our parish could better 
implement these teachings.  Feel free to share your thoughts and ideas with others in our 
parish including our parish leaders. 

Final Reflection about Kayla and Joe:   

Kayla and Joe started their lives in very different surroundings with different challenges. 
Both have become stronger in their hearts, minds and souls and also more connected to the 



people and structures in their lives thanks in no small part to the people who support them. 
Each young adult and each of us need support from people in our lives as we continue to 
seek and feel God’s presence in our lives.   

Scripture passage:  

“Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; anticipate one another in showing honor.  Do not grow slack in zeal, be 
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality.”  (Paul’s letter to the 
Romans, Chapter 12, Verses 9 – 13). 

Reflection about this Scripture passage:   

 Paul experienced so many hardships.  And yet, he could so beautifully write these 
words to his friends in Rome!   

Let us resolve to put love first.  Let us resolve to get rid of what is not good.  Let us  
rejoice in hope and endure and persevere through our challenges.  To experience all of this, 
we must realize and keep reminding ourselves that God is with us. 

For reflection and conversation: 

- How can we as individuals and how can we as our parish community be more 
supportive to others? 

- Why is it often so challenging to reach out to others? 

- Why do we often leave the most difficult work of changing our systems to others? 

As this Easter season continues, may we all experience more fully the resurrection that God 
freely gives us and, as a result of that experience, may we reach out to others so all of us 
can more fully experience God’s goodness!! 

Prayer:    

 Oh Jesus.  Oh, Father.  Oh, Spirit.   
Thank you for being so patient with us and so loving toward each of us 

and toward all Your creation. We want to more fully feel and understand your 
love and your goodness as we go forward. We want to unreservedly be Your 
disciples.  Help us to realize that we are your arms and your legs and, when 
warranted, your voices to others we meet and to all Your peoples.  Continue to 
give us wisdom and courage to promote your presence, your mercy, your love, 
and your light particularly wherever needed in our community and in our 



world.  Your Kingdom / Your Reign come more fully on earth as it is in Heaven!  
Amen! 

If you have any questions or comments about any part of this series, if you wish to further 
discuss any of these principles, and/or if you would like to receive copies of any of these 
weekly presentations, please feel free to contact Debbie Krisher at the Parish Office or Dave 
Babcock (dave.babcock21@gmail.com). Scripture citations are from the New American 
translation of the bible.
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